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The Catholic Charities Appeal is the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia’s single most important annual fundraising
initiative and we’re counting on your support. This year,
the Catholic Charities Appeal will be a channel of hope
for tens of thousands of people through countless
organizations and ministries in the Archdiocese, and a
positive source for good in all facets of the Church in
Philadelphia. We ask you to look deep in your heart and
be as generous as you can to help us reach our $12.5
million goal. So many people are counting on us. So
we’re counting on you to give hope this year to those
who need it the most.

HOPE
is the opposite
OF DESPAIR

Dear Friends,
The theme of this year’s Catholic Charities Appeal
is “Giving Hope to All.” The gift of hope is a
precious treasure, especially to someone on the
verge of despair.
It’s the hope of the homeless person that the world
has not completely forgotten him. It’s the hope of a
mother that a quality education is possible for her
special needs child. It’s the hope of the immigrant
struggling with a new language in a new land.
And it’s the hope of the Church herself for new
priestly vocations while being able to care for
retired Clergy who devoted their lives to the Church
and her people.
Hope is the opposite of despair. Where despair
is darkness, hope is light. Where despair is
helplessness, hope is empowerment.
And this year the Catholic Charities Appeal will be a
channel of hope for hundreds of thousands of people

through countless organizations and ministries in
the Archdiocese, and a positive source for good
in all facets of the Church in Philadelphia including:
• Education
• Social Services
• Evangelization, parish and spiritual life
• Clergy
• Local Mission Activities
It humbles me to know that I can once again count
on your extraordinary generosity to help give hope
to those who need it most.
Gratefully yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Archbishop of Philadelphia

HELP
for young mothers

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES

Alicia finds that there is always something new to learn in
these classes and that they are helping her be a better mother.
Alicia Jones needed help. She was a
22-year-old single mother of a 3-year old
and an infant. And thanks to the generosity
of people like you, Catholic Social Services
(CSS) Montgomery County Family Service
Center was able to be there for her. Alicia
now attends parenting classes at CSS every
week. She and the other mothers have
learned vital parenting tips such as proper
nutrition, potty training suggestions, healthy
communication and so much more. She has
also greatly benefited from nursing students
who provide classes throughout the year.
Alicia finds that there is always something
new to learn in these classes and that they
are helping her be a better mother.
These classes also benefit Alicia and the
other mothers socially, helping them
establish a network of friends who are
going through some of the same things
they are. Moms from different parts of the
Archdiocese, even different countries, get to
meet each other, exchange encouragement
and share their experiences.

On a more urgent level, Catholic Social
Services offers a choice model food pantry
where Alicia and others can go if they are
experiencing, in her words, “a tight week.”
At Martha’s Choice Marketplace, Alicia and
her family are able to choose healthy foods
they need for their families.
Alicia recently started working on her
resume through the sites job readiness
program. Her hope is to find better
employment opportunities so she can
provide for her family.
People, like Alicia, visit CSS sites when they
have lost hope and need a helping hand.
These vital programs CSS offers would not
be possible without your generous donation
to the Catholic Charities Appeal. Think of
your donation as the answer to the Prayer
of Saint Francis — “Lord, make me a
channel of thy peace … that where there
is despair, I may bring hope.”

Supporting

OUR PARISHES
LOCAL MISSION ACTIVITIES

Sundays at Our Lady of Hope Church
on North Broad Street are an amazing
mix of multiculturalism. The 8:30 AM
Mass features an African-American
gospel choir. At 10:30 AM there’s a
Mass in Spanish. At 12:30 PM the
Filipino faithful gather for Mass in their
native Tagolog. And on special feasts,
the entire parish community is brought
together when these cultures are
highlighted in the celebration of the
Eucharist with different languages, truly
celebrating “the Tables of Faith, Hope,
and Love.”
The pastor at Our Lady of Hope, Father
Efren V. Esmilia, or simply Father Efren
as everyone calls him, is committed
to shaping this diverse and sprawling
parish into one Eucharistic community.
Father Efren and his Director of Parish
Evangelization and Social Justice, Sr.
Gertrude Borres, R.A., are dedicated
to promoting inclusivity, embracing
immigrants and creating a parish life
that allows the world to see how the
mission is lived.

One unique way Father Efren reaches
out to the community is at the annual
Broad Street Run. The race begins
virtually at the front door of the church,
and in recent years, Father Efren
has celebrated a pre-race Mass and
welcomed runners to attend. Each year
it has become more and more popular
among the runners and their family
and friends.
Our Lady of Hope, one of 16 mission
parishes in the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia, runs on lay volunteers
from all different backgrounds and
ethnic groups. Most evenings the
parish hall is busy with meetings
and classes such as ESL (English as
a Second Language) and even SSL
(Spanish as a Second Language).
Our Lady of Hope and other mission
parishes throughout the Archdiocese
are able to continue their work through
the generosity of sister parishes and
also through your generosity to the
Catholic Charities Appeal. Please help
us continue the vital work of this and
other mission parish communities.

On special feasts, the entire parish community is brought together when these cultures are
highlighted in the celebration of the Eucharist with different languages, truly celebrating
“the Tables of Faith, Hope, and Love.”

A SAFE PLACE
to learn

EDUCATION

Crystal Lincoln is thrilled to have both
her daughters attending Saint Katherine
Day School. Like all sisters, Tamika and
Christina Lincoln are excited to have
each other to lean on in school. They
learn together, make friends together
and grow together.

They learn together, make friends
together and grow together.

What makes their story truly special
is that Saint Katherine Day School is
a school for intellectually disabled
children. Because of Saint Katherine’s,
Tamika and Christina, 19 and 15
respectively, are able to attend a school
where they are cherished, respected and
safe, where they feel included, smart
and capable with goals and dreams of
their own. For example, Tamika works
at a nursing home and likes it so much
that when she graduates she wants
to continue her work with caring for
the elderly.
What makes this kind of achievement
possible is the way Saint Katherine
Day School teaches these very special
children. St. Katherine’s teaches what
the principal, Kathleen Gould, calls
functional academics, life skills to help

them navigate in the world. All with
a strong overlay of Catholic values.
Children like Tamika and Christina are
welcomed with open arms at Saint
Katherine’s. When asked if the girls
were Catholic, Principal Gould replied,
“No. But we don’t teach children
because they’re Catholic; we teach
them because we are.”
With a Lower School in Wynnewood and
the Upper School in Radnor, embedded
in Archbishop Carroll High School,
St. Katherine Day School currently
serves 69 students. They have room to
serve more, and there is, of course, an
enormous need. But that takes money,
which is where your donation to this
year’s Catholic Charities Appeal comes
in. Helping children like Tamika and
Christina have a safe place to learn and
dedicated parents like Crystal have
some peace of mind is what Catholic
Charities does best. But we can’t do it
without you. With your donation you’ll
be giving much more than money. You
will be giving hope to all.

Where do priests come from? They are
called by God, to be sure, but often
that call begins as a whisper and may
be difficult to hear amid the distractions
of the 21st century. The mission of the
Vocation Office for Diocesan Priesthood
is to amplify that call and give every
potential priest a chance to clearly hear
God’s call and answer it.
Vocations are vital to the life of the
Church. In fact, there is no greater
indicator of the future health of an
Archdiocese than the number of young
men acceding to the call to a priestly
vocation. That’s one reason why your
generous donation to this year’s Catholic
Charities Appeal is so important. A
portion of it will go to help support the
work of Father Steve DeLacy, Director of
the Vocation Office.
If a charitable gift could ever be
considered selfish, a gift to this year’s
Catholic Charities Appeal to support
vocations is certainly in the self-interest
of every member of the faithful in the

Archdiocese of Philadelphia. A would-be
vocation is a delicate thing that needs
to be carefully nurtured and reinforced.
It requires communications, personal
outreach and, dare we say, marketing.
This takes money and manpower that
Father DeLacy and his Vocation Office
simply do not have.
In addition to fostering priestly vocations
throughout the Archdiocese, the
Vocation Office works closely with the
thriving Newmann Centers at Temple
and West Chester Universities and one
that serves both Penn and Drexel. They
are literally working to ensure the future
of the Church.
The number of recent Diocesan
vocations is up, but we’re not where
we need to be. We need about 30 new
vocations per year, which would result in
about 15 ordinations annually. Achieving
that would be, quite literally, a godsend
to the Archdiocese. Your donation to this
year’s Catholic Charities Appeal is critical.

EVANGELIZATION, PARISH
& SPIRITUAL LIFE
The number of recent Diocesan
vocations is up, but we’re not
where we need to be.

AMPLIFYING
the Call

CLERGY & VOCATIONS

BENEFICIARIES
Gifts made to the Catholic Charities Appeal will
provide support needed to tens of thousands of
people through countless organizations, programs and
ministries throughout the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
The beneficiaries are grouped into five key areas:
• EDUCATION
• SOCIAL SERVICES
• EVANGELIZATION, PARISH AND SPIRITUAL LIFE
• CLERGY
• LOCAL MISSION ACTIVITIES

EDUCATION
CATHOLIC SPECIAL EDUCATION
• Saint Lucy Day School for Children
with Visual Impairments
• Archbishop Ryan Academy for
the Deaf
• Our Lady of Confidence Day School
• Saint Katherine Day School
SOCIAL SERVICES		
CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES
Family Service Centers
• Bucks County Family Service Center
(Levittown)
• Centro Católico de Fatima (Bensalem)
•Montgomery County Family Service
Center (Norristown)
• Delaware County Family Service Center
(Chester City)
• Casa del Carmen Family Service Center
(North Philadelphia)
• Northeast Philadelphia Service Center
• Southwest Philadelphia Service Center
• Operating Base Cecilia - Supportive
Services for Veterans and Families
(Coatesville)
Out of School Time (OST) Programs
• 12 sites offering 15 elementary, middle
and high school afterschool and summer
programs

Immigration Legal Services
Catholic Clinical Consultants (Counseling)
Project Rachel (Post-abortion Counseling
and Support)
Foster Care & Adoption Services
Housing & Homeless Services
• Mercy Hospice
• McAuley House
• Saint John’s Hospice
• Good Shepherd Program
• St. Mary’s Residence
• Visitation Homes
• Women of Hope – Lombard & Vine
St. Francis –St. Vincent Homes
• 5 campus-based cottages
• 4 community group homes
St. Gabriel’s System
• Saint Gabriel’s Hall
• The Mitchell Program
• De La Salle Vocational
Catholic Community Services
(Community Umbrella Agency - Greater
Northeast Philadelphia)
St. Edmond’s Home for Children
Divine Providence Village
• 6 campus-based cottages
• 8 Community Living Arrangements
• 3 Day Programs

Communities of Don Guanella
• 3 campus-based cottages
• 11 community group homes
NUTRITIONAL DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
Community Food Program
• Over 50 sites
EVANGELIZATION, PARISH AND
SPIRITUAL LIFE
Newman Clusters
• Bryn Mawr College Newman Center
• Swarthmore College Newman Center
• Haverford College Newman Center
Penn/Drexel University Newman Center
Temple University Newman Center
West Chester University Newman Center
CatholicPhilly / Communications
Metropolitan Tribunal
Office for Life and Family
Office for Persons with Disabilities
Office for the New Evangelization
Office of Worship
Office for Consecrated Life/Vicar for
Religious
Office of Cultural Ministries
• Migrants and Refugees
• Hispanic Ministry
• Institute for Evangelization
• Office for Black Catholics

BENEFICIARIES CONT’D
CLERGY
Office for Vicar for Clergy
Care for Retired and Sick Priests
• Villa Saint Joseph
• Regina Coeli Residence for Priests
Seminarian tuition
Vocation Office for Diocesan Priesthood
Redemptoris Mater Seminary
LOCAL MISSION ACTIVITIES
Foundation and Archdiocesan activities
Mission Parishes
• St. Rocco, Avondale
• Sacred Heart, Oxford
• St. Gabriel, Philadelphia
• St. Laurence, Upper Darby
• St. Katharine Drexel, Chester
• St. John Cantius, Philadelphia
• Our Lady of Hope, Philadelphia
• St. Anne, Philadelphia
• St. Ignatius of Loyola, Philadelphia
• St. Barbara, Philadelphia
• St. Cyprian, Philadelphia
• Divine Mercy, Philadelphia
• St. Martin de Porres, Philadelphia
• St. John the Evangelist, Philadelphia
• St. Charles Borromeo, Philadelphia
• St. Thomas Aquinas, Philadelphia
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GIVING SOCIETIES

Through giving to the Catholic Charities Appeal, you truly change lives. The following
giving societies were established to celebrate the generosity and loyalty of donors
like you. Your gift to the Catholic Charities Appeal will be a channel of hope for
hundreds of thousands of people through countless organizations and ministries in
the Archdiocese. We ask you to look deep into your heart and help lead the way in
reaching our $12.5 million goal.

ARCHBISHOP’S CIRCLE – Annual Gift of $50,000+
“Our actions touch other lives and move other hearts in ways we
can never fully understand in this world.” – Archbishop Charles
J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.

SAINT KATHARINE DREXEL CIRCLE – Annual Gift of
$25,000 - $49,999
“Charity means to live by the Spirit. If we love one another, God
lives in us.” – Saint Katharine Drexel

Extraordinary generosity deserves an extraordinary expression
of gratitude. We realize that gifts of this magnitude come from
your deep commitment, love of your faith and a profound
appreciation for those in need.

Sharing your gifts in the spirit of love makes the world a better
place and gives us hope for the future. We are all called to grow
in love and service to God and His people. Your exceptional
gift given in the spirit of Saint Katharine Drexel is a remarkable
testament to her enduring legacy.

In recognition for your extraordinary gift, you will be invited to a
personal reception with Archbishop Chaput so he can thank you
and your family for your generosity. You and your family will be
invited to events throughout the year to further understand the
importance of your gift and its impact.
You will be listed as a member of the Archbishop’s Circle on
CatholicPhilly.com and the Catholic Charities Appeal website.

You and your family will have the opportunity to engage Church
leaders and Board members. You will also be invited to events
throughout the year to further understand the importance of
your gift and its impact.
You will be listed as a member of the Saint Katharine Drexel
Circle on CatholicPhilly.com and the Catholic Charities
Appeal website.

GIVING SOCIETIES CONT’D
SAINT JOHN NEUMANN CIRCLE –
Annual Gift of $10,000 - $24,999
“Children, let us love not in word or speech
but in deed and truth.” (1 John 3:18)
The most loving gifts are not seeking
gratitude. Their reward is in the joy they
bring others.
As a Saint John Neumann Circle member,
you will be listed on CatholicPhilly.com and
the Catholic Charities Appeal website. You
will receive a hand-signed letter thanking
you for your generous support.

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL CIRCLE –
Annual Gift of $5,000 -$9,999
“And now there remain faith, hope, and
charity, these three: but the greatest of
these is charity.” (First Letter of Paul to the
Corinthians 13:13)
Our Faith in God and hope for the future
are best expressed in our charity. As a Saints
Peter and Paul Circle member, you will be
listed in CatholicPhilly.com and the Catholic
Charities Appeal website. You will receive
a hand-signed letter thanking you for your
generous support.

STEWARDS CIRCLE – Annual Gift of
$2,500 - $4,999
“As each one has received a gift, use it to
serve one another as good stewards of
God’s varied grace.” (1 Pt 4:10)
In the spirit of Saint Francis, it is in
giving that we receive. As a Stewards
Circle member, you will be listed on
CatholicPhilly.com and the Catholic
Charities Appeal website. You will
receive a hand-signed letter thanking
you for your generous support.

Partners

IN HOPE

Become a Partner in Hope and make an impact all year round. By donating $1
a day, you will support virtually every aspect of Catholic life for enrichment and
improvement. Just $1 a day can help a child in need, retired senior citizens,
homeless individuals and families, veterans, special needs children and so much
more. By becoming a Partner in Hope you will continue to bring joy, hope and
strength to many of your brothers and sisters in need throughout 2017. $1 a
day - $30.42 per month - $365 a year ~ please consider joining us today, we are
counting on you.

WAYS
to Give

The Catholic Charities Appeal is recognized as a non-profit
institution. As such, all gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest
extent allowed by law. It has its own Employer Identification
Number (EIN) and receives a separate financial audit.
Besides gifts of cash, donors to the 2017 Catholic Charities
Appeal may contribute in many other ways, each offering
tax advantages according to their circumstances:
PLEDGE GIFT – A gift to the Catholic Charities Appeal may be
paid over a period of months. If possible, please include your first
month’s payment when you mail your gift card envelope. You will
then receive a monthly statement.

corporate match for your donation. Please e-mail
matching@catholicfoundationphila.org to let us know your
employer. We can provide you with additional information to
complete the process.

GIFTS OF CASH – Checks should be made payable to the
“Catholic Charities Appeal.” Please complete and mail the
enclosed gift card in the envelope provided. Please do not
send cash through the mail.

ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFER (EFT) – This can be arranged
through your bank or online through our website
www.catholiccharitiesappeal.org.

MATCHING GIFTS – Would you like to double or even triple the
impact of your gift? Over 20,000 companies have matching gift
programs, and many include current employees and retirees. The
wide array of Catholic Charities Appeal beneficiaries allows your
donation to be eligible for the majority of matching gift programs.
We are happy to help guide you through the steps to secure a

GIFTS OF SECURITY – A gift of appreciated securities is one way
to make a significant contribution at a reduced cost to you. Federal
tax laws allow a charitable deduction for the full market value of
securities on the date of your gift.

PLANNED GIFTS – By making a planned gift to the Catholic
Charities Appeal you are ensuring that you leave a lasting legacy
of faith and charity. Gift planning allows individuals to incorporate
estate and financial planning with their long term philanthropic
goals and includes bequests, charitable gift annuities, trust
instruments, and gifts of retirement or life insurance assets. This
type of gift offers many financial and tax benefits to you and your
loved ones. More importantly, it provides an enduring testament to
your values and ensures what you have spent a lifetime building, is
allocated according to your wishes.
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Please consult with your tax advisor on the tax treatment of all gifts,
as they may vary from individual to individual. All gifts to the 2017
Catholic Charities Appeal will be acknowledged by His Excellency
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. For more details on ways to give to
the CCA, please visit catholiccharitiesappeal.org.
For more information about any of the ways you can support the
2017 Catholic Charities Appeal, please call Sarah O. Hanley, Senior
Director of Strategic Partnerships, at 215.587.5650 or email
cca@catholicfoundationphila.org.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE 501c3
CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL
Mr. David Ripsom, President
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